FARMER AND PROPRIETOR

One of the most important features of the estate
was its fishery, for the catch, salted down, largely
served in place of meat for the negroes' food. Of
this advantage Washington wrote, " This river, . . .
is well supplied with various kinds of fish at all sea-
sons of the year; and, in the spring, with the greatest
profusion of shad, herrings, bass, carp, perch, stur-
geon, &c. Several valuable fisheries appertain to
the estate; the whole shore, in short, is one entire
fishery." Whenever there was a run of fish, the
seine was drawn, chiefly for herring and shad, and in
good years this not merely amply supplied the home
requirements, but allowed of sales; four or five
shillings the thousand for herring and ten shillings
the hundred for shad were the average prices, and
sales of as high as eighty-five thousand herring were
made in a single year.

In i/95> when the United States passed an excise
law, distilling became particularly profitable, and a
still was set up on the plantation. In this whiskey
was made from "Rye chiefly and Indian corn in a
certain proportion/' and this not merely used much
of the estate's product of those two grains, but
quantities were purchased from elsewhere. In 1/98
the profit from the distillery was three hundred and
forty-four pounds twelve shillings and seven and
three-quarter pence, with a stock carried over of
seven hundred and fifty-five and one-quarter gal-
lons ; but this was the most successful year. Cider,
too, was made in large quantities.

A stud stable was from an early time maintained,
and the Virginia papers regularly advertised that the a
